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Here we have substances analogous to those condensed to
produce toluylene red, which was converted into mcthyphen-
azinc and thus proved a diamino derivative of phenazine:
the neutral red employs a dimethyl-p-phenylenediamine
in place of the simpler p-phenylencdiaminc, the two methyl
groups not affecting the condensation whereby the dye is
formed. Neutral red is a dark blackish -green powder, which
communicates a carmine red color to its aqueous solution, while
it dissolves in alcohol with a magenta red shade that exhibits
a slight brownish-red fluorescence.

The first effect of hydrochloric acid is to turn it blue, pro-
ducing a pure blue when an excess has been added. A yel-
lowish-brown precipitate falls on adding sodium hydroxide,
and this precipitate dissolves in alcohol or ether, giving strongly
fluorescent solutions.

Dissolved in strong sulphuric acid, the color is green; this
changes on diluting, first to blue and then to magenta reel.

From a neutral bath, cotton mordanted with tannin is dyed
a bluish-red.

Neutral Violet (1879). This dye differs from neutral red
only in having a methyl group less; the removal of this methyl
group from its position in the benzene ring works a decided
change in the color of the dye, turning it from red to violet.

(OH8)aH                              H2    (CH3)2N                              H2.HC1

Neutral violet.                                            Neutral violet.
The base                                                    The dye
Neutral violet is a greenish-black powder which, inhaled
in the form of dust, violently attack^ the mucous membranes
of the nose and throat, causing sneezing.
Water easily dissolves it, giving a violet-red solution. Only
a slight change is caused by hydrochloric acid until an excess
has been added, when the color becomes blue. A brown
precipitate falls on adding sodium hydroxide. A green solu-
tion is formed with strong sulphuric acid ; but this changes to